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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b), 

Status 

1)(EI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 21 December 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)Kl This action is non-final. 

3) Q Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) [El Claim(s) 1-61 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [X] Claim(s) 1-29,31-45 and 47-61 is/are rejected. 
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Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)13 The drawing(s) filed on 21 August 2001 is/are: a)I3 accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant 

1. Claims 1-61 are pending. Claims 1-29, 31-45, and 47-61 have been 
examined. Claims 30 and 46 have been withdrawn. 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-29, 31-45, and 47-61 in 
the reply filed on 12/21/2006 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 
122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or 
(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under 
the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an 
application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1-29, .3*1-45, and 47-61 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Hillegass et al (PG Pub#: US 2002/0007351, hereinafter, 
Hillegass). 

(Note: For convenience, the Examiner has labeled the steps of claim 1 a-h.) 
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A. As per claim 1 , Hillegass discloses a method of providing tender from an 
issuer for a user transaction with a third party, comprising the steps of: 

(a) receiving a request from the user for the tender in a specified amount ([0028]; 
user reads on "token giver." Note the various roles described as the "token 
distributor," "token receiver" (or "token user"); and "token giver." Note further that 
under certain circumstances, the token giver can also be the token receiver or 
user, [0029]); 

(b) issuing to the user an item having a unique serial number to the user ([0030], 
reads on "token ID"; [0042]); 

(c) retrievably storing item information associating the tender amount with the 
serial number ([0030], i.e. "...the token distributor stores..."); 

(d) receiving a request for funds from the third party, the request including the 
serial number and the amount requested (Fig 2; [0032]; note the "redemption 
process," where the third party is the receiver in the "gift certificate" scenario. 
The Examiner notes that if the gift were cash, the redemption would be a request 
for funds from a third party. See also [0044] where in one scenario, funds are 
requested from the "Credit Card Processor" from the "License Provider." Note 
further in [0101], the request for credit card information to restore a license. Note 
further the funds being paid to the "Vendor" by the "License Provider" following 
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purchase of a license. Note further in [0075], the interaction of the "License 
Authority" and the "Payment Authority.")", 

(e) accessing the stored item information to determine if the tender amount 
associated with the serial number is at least as large as the requested amount 
([0032]); 

(f) approving the request if the tender amount associated with the serial number 
is at least as large as the requested amount ([0032]); 

(g) refusing the request if the tender amount associated with the serial number is 
less than the requested amount ([0033]); 

and 

(h) upon approval, retrievably storing additional item information associating the 
serial number with an indication that no further third party requests for finds can 
be approved ([0034]-[0035]; e.g. reads on "...date of the last transaction involving 
the token."). 



B. Independent claims 29, 31 , 45, 47, 54, 55, and 61 are rejected for the 
same reasons as claim 1. 
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C. The remaining dependent claims, 2-28, 32-44, 48-53, and 56-60 are 
described throughout the Hillegass reference, so for instance paragraphs [0028]- 
[0033]; [0042]-[0044]; [0073]-[0091]; [0101]-[0104]; Figs 1-5, 6, and 11. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited but not applied prior art describes systems of 
electronically-based alternative payment methods, using tokens, certificates, and 
other forms of funds transfer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Martin A. Gottschalk whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-7030. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri 
8:30- 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, James P. Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or/£cceSs4o the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OF\CANADA) or^^^OOO. 
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